
 

 

2BAC – ALL BRANCHES 

THE PAST PERFECT TENSE 

The past perfect simple, also known as the pluperfect, is used to indicate that one past action or event 
happened before another past action or event. It emphasizes the completion of the action. It is formed by 
using the past tense of "had" followed by the past participle of the main verb. 

Examples: 

1. She had already left when I arrived at her house. (She left before my arrival.) 
2. They had finished their meal before the movie started. (Meal finished before the movie began.) 
3. By the time he woke up, the sun had risen. (Sunrise occurred before he woke up.) 

Past Perfect Continuous: 

The past perfect continuous, also known as the pluperfect continuous, is used to emphasize the duration 
of an action that began before a certain point in the past and continued up to that point. It is formed by 
using the past tense of "had" followed by "been" and the present participle of the main verb. 

Examples: 

1. He had been studying for two hours when the power went out. (Emphasizes the continuous nature 
of the studying before the power outage.) 

2. They had been playing tennis all morning before the rain started. (Emphasizes the ongoing action of 
playing tennis.) 

3. She was out of breath because she had been running for a long time. (Emphasizes the duration of 
the running.) 

PRACTICE 

Exercise 1: Order of Actions 

Complete the following sentences with the past perfect simple or continuous form of the verbs in 
parentheses. Use the correct form to indicate the order of actions. 

1. By the time I arrived at the party, Sarah (already, dance) ______________ for two hours. 
2. When the fire broke out, the firefighters (put out) ______________ the previous fire. 
3. She (realize) ______________ that she had left her keys at home after she had arrived at work. 

Exercise 2: Cause and Result 

Rewrite the following sentences using the past perfect simple or continuous to show the cause and result 
relationship between actions. 

1. The car broke down. We were late for the meeting. 
2. He missed the train. He had to take a taxi to the airport. 
3. I lost my wallet. I couldn't pay for dinner. 

Exercise 3: Reported Speech 

Change the following direct speech sentences into reported speech, using the appropriate past perfect 
tense where necessary. 

1. Direct Speech: John said, "I has already finished my homework." 
2. Direct Speech: She said, "I was waiting for an hour." 
3. Direct Speech: They said, "We saw that movie yesterday." 


